
Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 
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time. 
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the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 
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Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
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Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 
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DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 
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DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 
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DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 
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Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 
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M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 
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2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
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4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 
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Revelation 
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Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 
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Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
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F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 
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Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 
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Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 
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Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 
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Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 
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DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 

S 
Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 

 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Disciples of Jesus, Connecting our Community to Christ 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
Christ. 

F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 

S 
Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 6:1–7 
Where is God calling you to serve others in 
simple ways? 

T Acts 6:8–10 
Ask for wisdom and courage to speak 
truth faithfully. 

W 
Matthew 
5:10–12 

Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
even in hardship. 

Th Acts 7:54–56 
Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
compare to future glory. 

 

  

Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 

T Acts 5:27–29 
What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 

W 
Matthew 
10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 



Week 6 - “The Story Isn’t Finished Yet” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:1–21 
Theme: The Spirit sends the Church forward with urgency. 
Summary: 
At Pentecost, the Spirit is poured out so the Gospel would go to 
all people. That mission continues today. The story is not 
finished yet. 
Key Image: Wind filling sails and sending a ship forward. 
Application: Live as part of God’s ongoing mission in the 
world. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 1:6–8 
Where is God calling you to be His 
witness? 

T Acts 2:1–4 
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen 
your faith. 

W Acts 2:5–11 
Reflect on how God reaches people from 
every nation. 

Th Joel 2:28–29 
Thank God that His Spirit is poured out on 
all people. 

F Acts 2:21 
Call upon the name of the Lord in prayer 
today. 
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Revelation 
7:9–10 

Picture the future Church—people from 
every nation worshiping Christ. 
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DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR THE SEASON OF EASTER 

Series Overview 

The book of Acts of the Apostles tells the story of how the risen 
Christ builds His Church through the Holy Spirit. What begins 
in Jerusalem with a small group of disciples quickly spreads 
across cities, cultures, and generations. 

This Easter season, we follow that movement. 

From bold witness in the face of opposition… 
to hearts cut open by the Word… 
to a people gathered around Word and Sacrament… 
to faithfulness in suƯering… 
to the Gospel reaching new nations… 



This is not just the story of the early Church. It is the story of 
Christ at work in every age. It is the story that reached Mendon 
125 years ago, when St. Mark was founded to proclaim the 
Gospel in this community. And it is still our story today. 

As we give thanks for the past, we also look forward in faith—
because the same risen Christ who built His Church in 
Jerusalem is still building His Church here in Mendon. 

The story isn’t finished yet. 

 

Series Visual Concept 

The series visual captures the movement of the Gospel across 
time. 

On the left is Jerusalem—the place where the Church began. 
Warm tones and the figure of proclamation reflect the fire of 
the Holy Spirit and the bold witness of the apostles. 

On the right is St. Mark Lutheran Church in Mendon. Cooler 
tones place us in the present, showing that the same Gospel is 
still being proclaimed today. 

At the center stands the title: “From Jerusalem to Mendon.” 
It serves as a visual bridge, connecting past and present in one 
continuous story. 

Light moves across the image, symbolizing the Gospel carried 
by the Holy Spirit from generation to generation. 

The message is simple and clear: 

What began in Jerusalem continues here. 
The risen Christ is still building His Church. 

Week 5 - “Christ for Every Nation” 

Text of the Week: Acts 17:16–31 
Theme: The Gospel is for all people. 
Summary: 
Paul proclaims Christ in a culture full of idols. The message of 
Jesus speaks into every time and place, calling all people to 
repentance and faith. 
Key Image: A bridge reaching across a wide divide. 
Application: Look for opportunities to share Christ in your 
daily life. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 17:16–17 
What “idols” do you see in the world 
around you today? 

T Acts 17:22–23 
Listen carefully to others—what are they 
searching for? 

W Acts 17:24–25 
Reflect on God as Creator and Sustainer 
of all life. 

Th Acts 17:26–27 
Pray for someone who does not yet know 
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F Acts 17:30–31 
Consider how you would explain the 
Gospel to someone. 
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Matthew 
28:18–20 

Thank God that you are part of His 
mission. 

 

  



Week 4 - “Faithful Even Unto Death” 

Text of the Week: Acts 6:1–9; 7:54–60 
Theme: The Church remains faithful even in suƯering. 
Summary: 
Stephen’s witness shows that faithfulness matters more than 
comfort. Even in suƯering, Christ sustains His people and 
works through them. 
Key Image: A cross standing firm in a storm. 
Application: Trust Christ in hardship and remain faithful in 
witness. 
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simple ways? 
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Reflect on what it means to be blessed 
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Fix your eyes on Christ, especially in 
diƯicult moments. 

F Acts 7:59–60 Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

S Romans 8:18 
Trust that present suƯering cannot 
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Week 1 - “A Church That Cannot Be Silenced” 

Text of the Week: Acts 5:29–42 
Theme: The risen Christ gives His Church courage to speak. 
Summary: 
The apostles refuse to remain silent about Jesus, even under 
pressure. Their courage comes not from themselves, but from 
the risen Christ. The Gospel continues to be proclaimed 
because Christ is alive. 
Key Image: A flame that cannot be extinguished. 
Application: Speak the name of Jesus with courage, trusting 
that He is at work. 
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M Acts 4:18–20 
Where do you feel pressure to stay silent 
about your faith? Ask God for courage to 
speak. 
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What does it mean in your life to “obey 
God rather than men”? 
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10:26–33 

Pray for boldness to acknowledge Christ 
in your daily conversations. 

Th 
Romans 
1:16–17 

Say aloud: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel.” Reflect on why this is true. 

F 
2 Timothy 
1:7–8 

Ask God to replace fear with power, love, 
and self-control. 

S Acts 5:40–42 
Thank God that the Gospel continues—
even through hardship. 



Week 2 - “How the Church Begins” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:36–41 
Theme: The Church begins through repentance and baptism. 
Summary: 
Peter’s preaching cuts hearts open, and the Spirit brings 
people to repentance. Through baptism, forgiveness is given 
and the Church is formed. This is how every Christian life 
begins. 
Key Image: Water pouring over stone, bringing life. 
Application: Return daily to repentance and rejoice in your 
baptism. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:36–37 
Where is God’s Word confronting your 
heart today? 

T Psalm 51:1–12 
Pray a prayer of repentance, asking God 
for a clean heart. 

W Acts 2:38–39 
Remember your baptism—what does it 
mean for you today? 

Th Romans 6:3–5 
Live today as one united with Christ in 
His death and resurrection. 

F 1 John 1:8–9 
Confess your sins and trust fully in God’s 
forgiveness. 

S Titus 3:4–7 
Thank God that salvation is His work, not 
yours. 

 

Week 3 - “The Life of the Church” 

Text of the Week: Acts 2:42–47 
Theme: The Spirit forms a community around Word, 
Sacrament, fellowship, and prayer. 
Summary: 
The early Church is devoted to the means of grace and life 
together. This simple rhythm sustains the Church in every 
generation. 
Key Image: A table set for a shared meal. 
Application: Remain rooted in Word, Sacrament, and 
community. 

Day Scripture Challenge/Reflection 

M Acts 2:42 
Which of these—Word, fellowship, 
Sacrament, prayer—needs strengthening 
in your life? 

T 
2 Timothy 
3:14–17 

Set aside time today to dwell 
intentionally in God’s Word. 

W 
Hebrews 
10:24–25 

Reach out to encourage someone in your 
church community. 

Th 
1 Corinthians 
10:16–17 

Reflect on the unity we share in the 
Lord’s Supper. 

F 
Philippians 
4:6–7 

Turn one worry today into a prayer. 

S Psalm 133 
Thank God for the gift of life together in 
the Church. 


